FROM JANUARY 1927 TO THE FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN

amounted to 76-1 million tons as compared with 74-7 million
tons in 192(5.

In the course of 1928 the U.S.S.R. did what Tsarist Russia also
did occasionally, e.g. imported some grain. This fact was hailed
by foreign critics as an additional proof of "Bolshevik failure and
incompetence." Yet, paradoxically, it was due to Soviet success,
to the fact that they had raised the standard of living, to the fact
that the peasants and urban workers were eating more than in
pre-revolutionary days. The harvest of 1927 was approximately
that of pre-war (despite the fact that the big estates had been split
up among the peasants and consequently were farmed less scien-
tifically), but the amount of grain marketed within the country
was only about half of the pre-war quantity, and the amount
exported only one-twentieth. The actual grain reserves in the
hands of the State on April i, 1928 (i.e. at the time when it was
making purchases abroad) were considerably greater than in any
previous post-revolutionary year.

Some progress, but not considerable, had been made in col-
lective farming in the two years under review:


	1926-27.
	1927-28.

Number of farms
	15*671
	33,500

Number of peasant households
	
	

engaged (in 1,000)
	244
	417*7

Area cultivated (in 1,000 acres)  , .
	2,129-0
	3,420-0

The crying need of the U.S.S.R. now was universal large-scale
farming, a fact which was clearly understood by the Government.
M. Stalin, in an interview published in the Soviet Press, June 2,
1928, stated: "The output of industry is increasing, the number
of workers is increasing; the towns are growing, the districts in
which industrial plants (such as cotton, flax, beet, etc.) are cul-
tivated are also extending. All these make increasing demands for
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